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Poll: NYC Mayor Bloomberg's lead down to 12 points

From CNN Deputy Political Director Paul Steinhauser
November 2, 2009

(CNN) — A new survey suggests that New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, running
for a third term in office, holds a 12-point lead over his Democratic rival with just one
day to go before voters there head to the polls.

According to a Quinnipiac University survey released Monday morning, 50 percent of
likely New York City voters support Bloomberg, running as an independent, with 38
percent backing the Democratic candidate, New York City Comptroller William
Thompson. Ten percent of those questioned are undecided and 1 percent supports
Stephen Christopher, the Conservative party candidate.

Bloomberg's 12 point lead is down from an 18 point advantage he held over Thompson in
a Quinnipiac poll released a week ago. Bloomberg was up 15 points over Thompson in a
Marist College survey that came out Friday.

The survey indicates that Bloomberg is leading overwhelmingly among Republicans, has
a 40 point advantage among independent voters, while Thompson leads by 5 points
among Democrats. The poll suggests a racial divide, with Bloomberg leading among
white voters by 42 points and Thompson holding a 39 point advantage among African-
Americans. Hispanic voters back Bloomberg by eight points.

According to the poll, only 13 percent of Thompson or Bloomberg backers say they
might change their mind.

"Mayor Michael Bloomberg hangs on to his doubledigit lead the day before the election,"
says Maurice Carroll, director of the Quinnipiac University Polling Institute.




Bloomberg's poll numbers took a minor hit late last year after he persuaded New York's
city council to overturn the term limits to allow him to run for a third term this November
- but his $33 million outlay has been followed by a massive 33-point advantage among
independent voters, according to the new Marist poll.

Bloomberg has captured the endorsement of all three of New York City's major daily
newspapers, the Times, Post and Daily News. The Spanish-language daily EI Diario La
Prensa endorsed Thompson.

The Marist College poll was conducted October 29-November 1, with 1,360 likely New
York City voters questioned by telephone. The survey's sampling error is plus or minus
2.7 percentage points.

—CNN Political Producer Rebecca Sinderbrand contributed to this report



